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“The Red Brick Church on Ave M” 
1303 Avenue M; P.O. Box 58  Hondo, TX 78861 

Telephone: (830) 426-3222 or 426-2343 

Office Hours: Mon.- Wed. 9am-4pm;  

closed on Thursday; Fri. 9am-3pm 

E-mail: stpaulhondo@yahoo.com    

 Website: www.stpaulhondo.org 

 
St. Paul Staff 

Senior Pastor: Beverly Kelling 

Children & Family Ministry: Laurie Lentz 

Office Secretary: Joann Neuman 

Financial Secretary: Erin Guenther 

MDO Director: Annette Kammer 

Music Ministry Coordinator: Jeanette Rath 

Musicians 

Guitarist: Jody Jacobs & Ben Rath 

Pianist: Rhiannon Smith 

Organist: Grace Reed 

Drums: Rick Brickles 

Vocals: Lynda Halbardier, Kathy Carrigan,  

            Jan Sprenger, & David Hershberger           

Violinist: Jeanette Rath 

 
Services 

Sunday, 9:00am 

Wednesday, 6:00pm  

“Come As You Are” Contemporary Worship Service 
 

Church Website: (stpaulhondo.org) 

Facebook page: (St Paul Lutheran Church Hondo) 

YouTube: (St Paul Lutheran Church Hondo TX) 

Current and past Sunday services can be found here. 

 
2023 Council Members 

President   Wayne Scholtz 

Vice President    Johnette Dixon 

Secretary   Roberta Hennig 

Treasurer               Pam Westbrook 

Evangelism & Mission    Mark Nester 

Education Chair                       Jay Reed 

Fellowship Chair             Dianne Bradley 

Property Chair              Stuart Franke 

Lay Ministry Chair             Deb Cleary 

Worship & Music Chair            Lynda Halbardier 
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The Red Brick Church on Ave M 

“For everyone has sinned; we all fall short of 

God’s glorious standard. Yet God, in His grace, 

freely makes us right in His sight. He did this 

through Christ Jesus when He freed us from 

the penalty for our sins. For God presented 

Jesus as the sacrifice for sin. People are made 

right with God when they believe that Jesus 

sacrificed His life, shedding His blood.          

This sacrifice shows that God was being fair 

when He held back & did not punish those who 

sinned in times past, for He was looking ahead 

& including them in what He would do in this 

present time. God did this to demonstrate His 

righteousness, for He Himself is fair & just, & 

He makes sinners right in His sight when they 

believe in Jesus.”  Romans 3:23-26 ERV 

Christmas is when we give gifts wrapped in beautiful 

paper to those we love &/or appreciate. And usually 

there is great thought (for the person & the gift). 

There is planning (on how to get it & when to give it). 

And there is budgeting (knowing the cost) before     

the gift is wrapped & given. It’s the same with God. 

Jesus was not a last-minute gift; He was & is the plan 

from the beginning. YHWH (Trinity) knew what the 

recipients (us) needed; budgeted the cost (His death) 

& then with love was given to us – not wrapped in 

beautiful paper & placed under a tree, but wrapped                

in strips of cloth, laid in a feeding trough (He is the 

Bread of Life), so He could one day hang on a tree.  

This Christmas, as you give thought to the gifts you 

give, as you plan the perfect timing to give them & as 

you budget the cost, remember this is what God did 

for you. Why? Because He created you & loves you! 

Open the gift that is Jesus & don’t keep the receipt;  

you’ll want to keep Him forever (and not on a shelf)! 

Merry CHRISTmas to you Dear One! 

 

 

Advent ~ More than What It Appears                                   

December 3: In Need   

 Psalm 40:11-13, 17   

 Isaiah 52:4-10   

 Matthew 9:10-13   

December 10: He Has .... So We Can   

 Proverbs 21:15, 21, 30   

 Exodus 15:2-6     

 1 John 4:13-17    

 Luke 1:68-75     

 *Nursing Home Service  

December 17: To Us, For Us, With Us  

 Psalm 46:1, 7, 10-11   

 Isaiah 7:14     

 Philippians 2:5-8    

 Matthew 1:18-25    

 *Installation of 2024 Officers  

 *Confirmation 

December 24: His Name    

 Psalm 138:2    

 Isaiah 9:6-7     

 Acts 4:7-12    

 Luke 1:31-33   

 *Christmas Eve – 9:00 Morning Service 

December 24: The Time Has Come   

 Luke 2:1-14   

 *Christmas Eve – 6:00 Candlelight Service 
 

The Gospel of Mark ~ Christ Changes Everything  

December 31: Preparing for Change   

 Proverbs 21:15-16, 30   

 Exodus 7:14-19   

 Mark 1:1-11    
 

Keep your eyes on Jesus, our righteousness       

& the Gift that keeps on giving! 

In Christ & with love, Beverly <///>< 

Welcome Rene Ortiz as the Newest 

Member to Our St. Paul Family!!! 
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Date 
December 3rd December 10th  December17th  December 24th  December 31st 

 

Altar Flowers 

Derlin & Roberta 

Hennig 

Chuck & Lynda 

Halbardier 

Mark & Beverly 

Kelling 

 Chuck & Lynda 

Halbardier 

 

Sanctuary Lamp 

Derlin & Roberta 

Hennig 

 

OPEN 

Mark & Beverly 

Kelling 

Derlin & Roberta  

Hennig 

 

Contreras Family 

 

Head Ushers 

 

Deb Cleary 

Jay Reed 

 

Wayne Scholtz 

Roberta Hennig 

 

Stuart Franke 

Lynda Halbardier 

9am Pam Westbrook 

    Dianne Bradley 

6pm Roberta Hennig  

  Lynda Halbardier 

 

Johnette Dixon 

Mark Nester 

 

Lectors 

 

 

Dianne Bradley 

 

 

Cece Weimer 

 

 

Debbie Whitehead 

9am Marilyn Graff 

 

6pm Erica Halbardier 

 

 

Kim Anderwald 

 

Acolytes 

 

Mackenzie Collins 

Claire Bowman 

 

Lyla Tapia-Torres 

Emma Callis 

 

Easton Hennesy 

Brice Terrill 

9am Wesley & 

Clayton Nickols 

6pm Klaire & Eli 

Bradshaw 

 

Adele Cortez  

Easton Beard 

 

Fellowship 

 

Dianne Bradley 

 

Patt Farness 

 

Paulette Pyron 

 

No Fellowship 

Fellowship  

Team 

 

Altar Guild 

 

Andrea Bohmfalk & Marilyn Graff 

RESPONSIBILITIES 

BIRTHDAYS 

 Please sign up for Flowers & Sanctuary Lamp, charts are in the Education Building.  If you would like for the church to 

order the flowers, they are $60.00 please contact the office. Sponsoring the lamp is $4.00.   

12/01 Hannah Jones 

12/02 Justin Billings 

         Cynthia Nester 

         Kevin Dixon 

12/03 Annette Billings 

12/04 Carynn Jacobs 

12/05 Alice Mumme 

          Eliana Delacruz 

12/06 Danica Lopez 

12/07 Teresa Mumme 

12/09 Maggie Skalka 

12/11 Chrie McCue 

12/12 Joyce Krenmueller 

12/13 Elaine Eccles 

          Frances Bendele 

12/14 Cambry Reus 

12/15 Marilyn Graff 

          Stacey Jacobs 

12/16 Jacob Kelling 

          Jana Bendele 

          Dennis Skalka 

 

12/17 Neva Saathoff 

12/18 Rick McCue 

12/19 Sherrill Nester 

12/20 Margaret Reus 

          Rev.Chuck DeHaven 

12/21 Zella Mae Mumme 

          Emma Maddox 

12/22 Zonyha Herbot 

12/24 Tom Graff 

          Tammy Reus 

          Brice Terrill 

          Bristol Dixon 

12/26 Nicole Denman 

          Roberta Hennig 

12/27 Jennifer Wiemers 

          Makenna Adlong 

12/28 Ashley Neuman 

12/30 Lori Bradley 

          Debbie Jacobs 

          Kayleigh Lewis 

12/31 Ginger Jones 
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Cornerstone 
10am-2pm 

6:00pm (A/C) 
Women’s Study  

 

Cornerstone 
10am-2pm 

6:00pm (A/C) 
Women’s Study  

7:00pm Men’s 
Bible Study 

Office Closed 

Christmas Day 
 
 

Turn in Angel Tree 

Gifts 

9:00am Worship 
Installation of 
Officers and 
committees 

10:00am Fellowship 
10:30 am 

Sunday School 

2:00pm Nursing 
Home Service 

 

Angel Tree 

Begins 

9:00am Worship 
TACO SUNDAY 

10:00am 
Fellowship 
10:30 am 

Sunday School 

 
 
 

 

9:00am Worship 
10:00am 

Fellowship 
10:30 am 

Sunday School 
2pm-6pm 

Confirmation 

7:00am 
Prayer Warriors 

6:00pm  
Journaling 

Study 
(Edu.Bldg.) 

6:00pm 
Reformation 
Study (LLB) 

 

7:00am 
Prayer Warriors 

7:00pm Council 
Meeting 

 

 

7:00am 
Prayer Warriors 

6:00pm  
Journaling 

Study 
(Edu.Bldg.) 

 
 
 

Office Closed 

HighSchool BSF 

1pm Hand 
Quilters 

 

Office Closed 

1pm Hand 
Quilters 

7pm  
Band of 
Brothers 
Meeting 

 
 

 

Office Closed 

 

Newsletter 

Deadline 

Christmas Movie 
Night/Scavenger 

Hunt  

5:30pm-8:30pm 
in the Activity 

Center 

 

 

 
Cornerstone 
10am-2pm 

6:00pm (A/C) 
Women’s Study  

7:00pm Men’s 
Bible Study 

9am Tacking 
Quilters 

11:00 BSF (LLB) 

“Come As You 
Are” 6pm Worship 

Service 

Youth following 
service 

7:00pm Bible 
Study 

 

9am Tacking 

Quilters 

11:00 BSF (LLB) 

6pm Service 

Christmas 

Program 

& 3rd Grade Bible 

Presentation 

 

9am Tacking 
Quilters 

“Come As You 
Are” 6pm Worship 

Service 

Youth following 
service 

7:00pm Bible 
Study 

9am Tacking 
Quilters 

Last Day for Year 
End Giving 

“Come As You 
Are” 6pm 

Worship Service 

7:00pm Bible 
Study 

7:00am 
Prayer Warriors 

6:00pm  
Journaling 

Study 
(Edu.Bldg.) 

9:00am 
Worship 
10:00am 

Fellowship 
10:30 am 

Sunday School 
 
 

Women’s 

Advent 

Tea 

2pm-4pm 

 

Office Closed 

New Years 

Day 

Breakfast with 

Santa 
8:30am-11:30am 

Office Closed 

HighSchool BSF 

1pm Hand 
Quilters 

 

9:00am Worship 

6:00pm 
Christmas Eve 

Service 
 

 

Council Annual 

Reports Due 
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Youth and Children of St. Paul 

Hey  Parents.. 

I need someone to 

pull a trailer with 

hay on it for our 

Family Christmas 

Caroling Event on 

Tuesday, Dec. 19th.  

If you would be 

interested in doing 

this please let me 

know.  If no one 

volunteers we will 

NOT be doing this 

event.    

FLAGS ACROSS HONDO 
Thank you to all who have helped with this project 

in 2023.  Renewal letters will be going out in the 
mail in January.  If you would like to help with this 

project please let the church office know.   

I need lots of muscles on Sunday, 
December 3rd right after the worship 

service to help set up the stage for the 
Christmas Program.  It is extremely 

heavy so the more help is greatly 
appreciated.  Thanks in advance!!  

Due to all the Christmas Activities and 
the busyness of December…..we will not 
be having  4-6th grade or 1-3rd grade Fun 
Time during the month of December.  

However, there are lots of other activities 
here at St. Paul that your children and 

family can be a part of.   

St. Paul Children & Youth who will be 

attending Camp Eagle – Summer 2024 will 

be having a Christmas Dessert Auction on 

Sunday, December 17th from 10-10:30 

am. Each camper who wants to participate 

is asked to bring a Fancy Dessert – pie, 

cake, decorated Christmas cookies 

packaged in a fancy way to have members 

bid on their baked good. Please have your 

dessert in the Activity Center by 8:45 am.   

Thank you in advance for your support.  You 

will get the money your dessert brings in. 

This was a fun event last year.  

Christmas Program – Wed, Dec 6th @ 6 pm 
be at church @ 5:30 pm.  3rd Graders also 

receive their Bibles that night.  Please 
contact Laurie if your child or children will 

be able to participate in this meaningful 
event. 3 yr olds/Pre-K to 3rd graders are 
costumed actors and 4-6th graders are 

narrators.  It is always a blessing! 

Big Dates in 2023: 
Every Wednesday           

Worship 6 pm    
        

Every Thursday  ➔   
HS Bible Study Lunch  

 
December  3rd ➔ 

Christmas Program 
Rehearsal 5-6 pm  

 
December 6th ➔ 

Christmas Program 
& 3rd graders receive 
Bibles 6 pm Worship 

 
December 9th ➔ 

Breakfast with Santa 
9-11 am  

 
December 15th  ➔ 
Scavenger Hunt/ 
Christmas Movie 
Night with New 
Fountain Youth 

 
December 19th  ➔ 
Family Christmas 

Caroling Hayride - 
Meet at Woolls drop 

off at 5:30 pm.   

Junior/Senior Bible Study 
Lunches are each 

Thursday during lunch.  
Come to the Activity 
Center – lunch will be 
ready and we will pray 

and then divide into our 
study.  Bring a friend and 

your Bible. All are 
welcome!  If you would 
like to help with meals 

please let me know.   

Camp Eagle 2024 – 
week of  

July 15th-20th    
Information about 

camp is on the 
back of this 
page…….  

 

Do you have a child or 
children attending 
Camp Eagle this 

summer?  If you do 
and would like to be in 

charge of one 
fundraiser ideas on the 
back of this page, that 
would be awesome!  
You can contact me 

and let me know which 
one you would like. 

IF you would like to Rent-A-Kid for projects at 

your home please contact Laurie 210-213-2088 

Thank you to the Evangelism Committee and 
April’s family for all their hard work at Christmas 

in God’s Country Cake booth.  It was a huge 
success!  Thank you to the Music Team for 

playing and singing on the float and to Brian for 
pulling the float.  It was a lot of fun to spread 

Christmas Joy to the community  

St. Paul’s next Domino’s Pizza 

Night will be on Friday, 

December 15th  
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Sunday School(10:30am-11:15am) 
3yr old-12th grade:  

3-5 yr. old’s–LLB– Annette Kammer / Lynda Hook 

1st & 2nd – LLB - Jennifer Molitor /Sarah Reus 

3rd & 4th – LLB – Becky Burton / Laurie Lentz 

5th & 6th – Ed. Bldg.  - Geoff Weimer 

7th-12th grades- (AC Upper Rooms) –  

Pat Cleary/Johnette Dixon 

Adult Small Groups:  

1 & 2 Timothy, then Titus 

led by Bob Mayne (O.W.L.S., Act. Center) 

“Come and See” led by Ron Sprenger  

(Lion’s Den, Legacy Life Bldg.) 

“Studying the Books of the Bible”  

led by Rod Prewitt (Turtle Room, Ed. Bldg.)  

“1 Corinthians” (YAK Class Rm, Ed. Bldg.) 

 

 

Weekday Bible Study Opportunities: 

First and Third Mondays at 7 PM 

Men’s Bible Study (LLB) led by Don Krumrey 

Second and Fourth Mondays 1:30pm-3:00pm  

Friends In Faith (Education Building) led by Pastor Beverly 

Mondays at 6 PM 

Women’s Bible Study (Education Building) 

Tuesdays at 6pm  

Journaling & Illustration led by Roberta Hennig (Edu.Blg.) 

Reformation Study led by Cynthia Nester (LLB) thru Dec.5th 

The Josiah Manifesto to begin in January TBA 
 

Wednesday at 7pm (Following CAYA) 

Through the Bible teaching, studying about prophesy and 

much that has yet to be fulfilled. Currently in Amos. 

Led by David Hershberger (Activity Center – In class next to 

the kitchen). 

 

“And never stop praying.” ~ 1Thessalonians 5:17 

Healing & Comfort:  
Chris Porter, Patricia Welch, Martha Murphy, Bill Reus, Margaret Reus, Mark Reus, Dr. Ronald Balderach, Buffie Rogge, 

Dorothy Wells, Terri Mumme, Matthew Hook, Renee Ortiz, Diane Cooper, Henry Nietenhoefer, Clay Patterson, Zach Smith,   

Jean Krenmueller, Sandi Schweers, Meleah & Mason Plummer, Doug Nentwich, Kristy Mendoza,  

Ailyn Fernandez and Addilyn Beard.  

Active Military:  

Larry & Teresa Sullivan, Adriel Schoenhals, Joshua Fair, Rebecca Bryant, Patrick Green, Andy Lynch, Chelsea Lynch,  

Riley Lynch, Briana Jernigan, Marc Proctor, Kephren Adams, Kendle Adams, Clayton Reed, Les Armstrong, 

Kelly Driskill, Desiree (Warner) Pointer, Ethan Kammer, Heath Runnels, Collin Bezely, Jessie Philip, Rachel Morgan,  

Sean Constante, & Jimmy Sawyer Rhodes. 

 

 

Children/Youth Bible Study Opportunities 

Kinder-3rd Grade: 2nd & 4th Wednsdays  

4th-6th Grade: 1st & 3rd Wednsdays  

High School Junior/Senior Lunch Bible Study  

11:10am -11:45pm - see the church calendar for dates  

Youth – 7th to 12th grade every Wednesday 7 to 8:15 pm 

following Come As You Are Service. 
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“COME AS YOU ARE” 

6pm Worship Service 

December 6th – Children’s program 

December 13th – Glenn Green 

December 20th – Singspiration 

December 27th – Year End Review 

Our condolences go to  

the Richter family on the loss of  

Kathy’s mother Renie Knape. 

We also extend our condolences to the 

Laughinghouse and Favor families on the 

loss of Bill Laughinghouse. 

Our prayers and thoughts are with you. 

May God’s peace and comfort  

be with you all. 

 

Women’s Advent Tea 

Saturday, December 2nd  2:00pm-4:00pm 
The St. Paul Women of the Church will be hosting a Christmas Advent Tea for the 

women of the church. This is a great way to start the Christmas Season. Contact 

Carol DeHaven with questions @ (830)608-5280 

Women of St. Paul will also be revealing their 2023 Prayer Pals and drawing names for 

2024. If you are unable to attend the Advent Tea, please bring your Prayer Pal gift to 

the church office by Friday, December 1st. If you have any changes or want to be 

added contact Debbie Whitehead at (210)414-1005. 

Opportunity to participate and adopt a child for 

the Angel Tree program is coming soon. Angel 

Tree will be up on December 3rd  and gifts must 

be returned by the next Sunday, December 10th. 

If you have any questions contact  

Sandy Faseler (210) 413-1632 

Congratulations to Jose and Stephanie 

DeLaCruz who were united in marriage 

yesterday. As your church family we rejoice in 

your union with the Lord and pray for 

abundant blessings in the years to come! 

Congratulations to  

Ty & Megan Longoria on the baptism 

yesterday of their son Forrest Lane 

Longoria! 

& 
Congratulations to  

James & Hannah Maddox on the baptism 

yesterday of their daughter  

Emma Fae Maddox! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

CHRISTMAS EVE 

SERVICES 

9:00am Regular 

Worship Service 

&  

6:00pm Christmas 

Eve Service 

 

Last day for Year End Giving is 
Wednesday, December 27th. Please 
give your offering before or by this 

date. This is so our financial 
secretary has the ability to process 

and deposit your gift before the end 
of the year to get your 2023 tax 

donation credit. 

Look for further details about a new book study coming in January.  Starting 

date not chosen as of yet.  We will be studying the Josiah Manifesto, the latest 

book by Rabbi Jonathan Cahn.  In light of the sobering truths Scripture reveals 

about the end times, could a blueprint exist showing what you need to know to 

stand and prevail in the days ahead? In his latest blockbuster book,  

The Josiah Manifesto: The Ancient Mystery & Guide for the End Times,  

New York Times bestselling author Jonathan Cahn opens up the stunning 

mysteries behind world-changing events of recent times and a hidden message 

about what lies ahead. Look for more details in the January newsletter,  

or contact Cynthia Nester for more details.  210-862-0038. 
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DECEMBER SPECIAL OFFERING: 
 

Cornerstone Assistance Network (CAN) 
Cornerstone Assistance Network of Hondo is a nonprofit, Christian based organization that provides financial 
assistance and spiritual support to people in the Hondo area.  It is funded by donations from individuals and 
from some of our local churches that are members of the Hondo Ministerial Alliance.  The goal of Cornerstone 
is to walk alongside people to help with immediate needs, while providing appropriate resources for support 
& sustainability.   
By providing a central place to help the needy, Cornerstone is able to provide generous yet responsible 
stewardship over the resources entrusted to them by the Hondo community. 
 
Blessings in Christ,  

Pastor Beverly Kelling and Pam Westbrook 
 
 

 



Epistle of  St. Paul, 2023 

 

 

 



Epistle of  St. Paul, 2023 

 

 

 

 

Advent: More Than a Countdown 
As a kid, I LOVED Advent! Why? Because it was a countdown to the best day of the year in the minds of most kids: Christmas! 
Why? Because Christmas meant PRESENTS! What kid doesn’t love getting to unwrap Christmas presents?!? As I have grown 
and matured (hopefully) I have come to realize that Advent is so much more than a countdown… it is an invitation to give the 
best gift of all: God’s grace through Jesus. 

 
Entering the season of Advent, we are reminded of the extraordinary gift of God’s grace given in the advent or arrival of 
Emmanuel (God with us), Jesus. As we anticipate the Christmas celebration and reflect upon the gift of God’s grace in sending 
His son, I can’t help but take note of what I think is often overlooked: our call to share that grace with others. Advent is a season 
of intentional love and outreach in Jesus’ name. 

 
Our call to share Christ's love is rooted in our identity as recipients of a grace that knows no bounds. It is God’s grace that 
forgives our sins, heals our brokenness, and transforms our lives. Grace is a free gift of God that can never be earned or 
deserved. Jesus reminds his followers Matthew 10:8 (CSB): "Freely received, freely give." As followers of Christ this Advent 
season, we are called not only to celebrate this grace but to be conduits of it, sharing the transformative love of Christ with the 
world we live in. 

 
In the hustle and bustle of this season, be attentive to the opportunities that God gives you to be instruments of God’s grace for 
others. How can you joyfully demonstrate the love of Jesus in your interactions with friends, family, neighbors, co-workers and 
even strangers? It could be as simple as extending a helping hand to a neighbor, showing kindness to a stranger, or speaking a 
word of encouragement. It may be through sharing the story of Christ's birth, offering a listening ear to someone going through 
a tough time, or extending forgiveness in Jesus’ name. Pray each day for God to give you eyes to see the opportunities and the 
courage and power of the Holy Spirit to embrace them. I believe God will indeed answer your prayer and give you both! 

 
This Advent, I pray that our lives can be a testament to the transformative power of grace, as we actively and intentionally extend 
God's love to a world in need. In 1 Peter 4:10 (CSB) we read, "Based on the gift each one has received, use it to serve others, 

as good managers of the varied grace of God." Our faith calls for us to respond to God's grace by not just receiving it but also 
stewarding it by sharing it generously with a world that so desperately needs it. 

 
Pastor Bryce Formwalt is the Director of Mission Growth for LCMC Texas District and Program Director of Harvest Workers, an 

online ministry training program (learn more at www.harvestworkers.net). Residing in Georgetown, Pastor Bryce is available to 

coach congregations on mission. Please contact him with any questions or comments: 512-942-7776 or bryce@lcmctexas.org. 

 

© 2023 Bryce J. Formwalt, All Rights Reserved. Reprinted with permission. 

December 2023 
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